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HIGHLIGHT: 10TH NATIONAL NUTRITION FORUM

Deputy Prime Minister Kikeo Khaykhamphithoune
izing the nation’s i toil ing in it

for long-term development

10TH NATIONAL NUTRITION FORUM &
ANNUAL NATIONAL NUTRITION COMMITTEE MEETING 2024

The 10x National Nutrition Forum & Annual National Nutrition Committee Meeting 2024 was
successfully held on March 18, 2025, under the leadership of H.E. Prof. Dr. Kikeo
Khaykhamphithoune, Deputy Prime Minister of Lao PDR & Chair of National Committee for
Nutrition. The event brought together more than 350 participants. Notable attendees included
Dr. Bounfeng Phoummalaysith Ph.D, Minister of Health, Deputy Chair of the National Nutrition
Committee, and Bilal Aurang Zeb Durrani, UNICEF Representative to Lao PDR and Co-Chair of
Development Partners Food and Nutrition Security.

Dr. Keovivone Outthachak, Vice President of Lao Academy of Social & Economic Sciences
(LASES), presented on the importance of evidence-based nutrition programming and early-
life nutrition. She emphasized investing in the first 1,000 days, when 75% of brain development
occurs, as essential to preventing stunting and ensuring long-term productivity. Findings from
Lao Social Indicator Survey (LSIS) 2017-2023 revealed persistent stunting (33%), rising wasting
(%), and increased underweight (24%), highlighting the urgency of targeted action. The
forum concluded with key recommendations to strengthen governance, increase financing,
use data for programming, and scale up maternal and child nutrition interventions.
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NIPN DISSEMINATION FOR PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY
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The NIPN results were disseminated to provincial
assemblies in the northern region, chaired by Mr.
Khampheuy Ngonevankham, Vice-President of the
Oudomxay Provincial Assembly on June 4, 2025.
Participants acknowledged that malnutrition is a
multisectoral issue influenced by various factors such
as poverty, food insecurity, limited access to health and
education, early marriage, and low investment.

In order to gain insights and commitments from the
participants, the province wise group work was done to
identify and prioritize key actionable activities based on
evidence-based nutrition issues. Then their action
plans, timelines and responsible actors were identified
based on three key areas like enabling environment,
nutrition specific and nutrition sensitive for each
particular province.

Central training on research
paper writing

13-15 May, 2025

A central training on research
paper writing was conducted in
May 2025 to equip participants
with essential academic writing
skills. The training focused on
American Psychological
Association (APA) style research
papers, providing detailed
guidance on paper structure,
including introduction,
methodology, results, discussion,
and referencing. Participants
learned how to develop clear
research objectives, structure
arguments logically, and present
data effectively.

NIPN SUB-NATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Consultation meeting on
sustainability plan of NIPN

1August, 2025
With project to end in 2025, the
Lao Government is committed to
sustaining NIPN. 4 models were
proposed at the meeting.

¢ Government-sustained model:
core function maintenance by
the government

NIPN mainstreaming model:
full integration into existing
government departments
Phased co-financed hybrid
model: gradual handover with
interim donor support

NIPN extended model:
expanded governance with
academia and national
councils
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